
 

 

January 2023 

 

Hope this finds you all safe and well. Wishing all our volunteers and customers a happy 

and healthy New Year. 

2022 was a successful year for the repair café and we seem to have got ourselves into a 

good system of operation after starting properly in 2021 after a couple of false starts due to 

Covid-19.  Hopefully that will be all be behind us now, fingers crossed. 

The monthly sessions on the 3rd Saturday of each month are getting busier as the word 

gets out and we would like to thank all our enthusiastic volunteers and our generous 

customers who have donated to the charity, showing their appreciation for the work that all 

of us do.  We do give our hardworking volunteers a rest in August and December, these 

being the holiday months, but we all look forward to meeting up after the breaks. 

As we are getting busier, we try to refine our operation to ensure that our customers get 

seen without too much delay and it is to the great work of our two receptionists who greet 

you at the entrance and allocate you to our repairers that we have to thank for this.  We 

have noted that some customers bring more than one item for repair and whilst we will try 

to help, we can only accept one booking per session and any other items will be assessed 

if we have a spare slot. 

We have seen a great variety of items for repair from clothing to bicycles, from radios to 

musical boxes, from toys to garden mowers.  I think the only item that we could not 

attempt to look at was a book that needed rebinding, we tried but that was one skill too 

many at the moment, but if there are any bookbinders out there who would be willing to 

join our band of volunteers please contact us. 

 

A reminder to repair customers - please contact us via our website to book an 

appointment, allowing us to assess the repair. That way, we hope to reduce consultation 

time and ensure that we have the respective volunteer on call to fix the problem. We may 

ask for photographs to gather more information. We do not turn away walk-in custom, but 

you will have to register at our reception and wait for an appointment if we have a 

technician volunteer available. Otherwise an appointment can be made. 

 



 

 

If you have a repair skill and would like to join our growing band of volunteer repairers, 

contact us at our email address - we would love to talk to you. 

 

You will see Repair Café banners around Epsom - The Rainbow Centre, Epsom Waste 

Recycling Centre, and other central sites. We also have a useful flyer, which gives you 

more information. As a bonus, it can be transformed into an origami storage box for nick-

nacks on your desk or worktop - big thanks to Kim Spickett, our web designer, for this 

idea.     

Here are some pictures of the repairers in action in 2022 

             

      Printer Getting Attention                     ThreeHeads Better Than One                Generally Keeping Busy 

                                                      

Garden Clock Getting Some TLC             Getting Ready For Winter                   Just In Time For Christmas 

           

 Our Welcoming Committee         Two Happy Customers              It’s Time For Coffee  

 

 



 

 

                  A 

Singer & Two Blokes             Let‘s Have a Chat and a Cuppa Whilst We Wait        Who Said Men Can’t Multi- 

  

                                                                                                                                                   task  

For those interested in the repair cafe data and carbon reduction figures here is the 

link to our annual figures 

Repair Cafe Recovery Audit 2021-2022.xlsx 

 

REVIVE SHOPS 

 There are four shops sited at the waste recycling centres at Leatherhead, Witley, Woking 

and Earlswood. REVIVE SHOPS rescue items that are destined for the centre and offer for 

resale to residents who visit the recycling centre.  More details on this project can be found 

at  Revive Shops – Suez UK on Google. 

 

 

 

Stay safe and we look forward to seeing you in the near future 

 

 

If you want to become one of our volunteers contact Phil at 

phil@epsomrepaircafe.org 


